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Abstract

Objective: To study and compare the inter-
national publications of research performance
during the years 2000 and 2008 from the 8 dental
faculties of state universities in Thailand.
Materials and Methods: Data were generated
using computerized search of the databases of
publications listed in the reports from Institute of
Scientific Information Web of Science (ISI-
WOS), Scopus and PubMed databases.
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Results: A total number of publications from the
years 2000 to 2008 from 8 dental faculties were
as followings: Chulalongkorn University (CU) =
187; Mahidol University (MU) = 176; Chiang
Mai University (CMU) = 106; Khon Kaen
University (KKU) = 90; Prince of Songkla
University (PSU) = 116; Thammasat University
(TU) = 21; Srinakharinwirot Uni-versity (SWU)
= 19; and Naresuan University (NU) = 6. Based
on these data, the dental faculties could be
roughly divided into 3 groups: CU and MU;
CMU, KKU and PSU; and the 3 recently
established TU, SWU and NU. Although the
combined number of publications from these 8
dental faculties did not change much from 2000
to 2005, there was a big jump in the number
between the years 2005 and 2006 and this
phenomenon was observed for all faculties. In
general, the quality of publications, based on
journal impact factors, did not vary considerably
among these dental faculties. However, it was
noted that the research with results leading to
publications in journals with high impact factors
were mostly performed by staff members who
were on leave of absence for higher degrees and/
or oversea training.

Conclusion: This comparative analysis of
publications from the 8 Thai dental faculties
between 2000-2008 provided unbiased appraisal
of quantity and quality of research publications
which roughly paralleled with the time when
established, the
Chulalongkorn University to the youngest

they were from oldest
Naresuan University. It is hoped that some of our
suggestions and criticisms will be useful in
upgrading research performance in Thai dental

faculties, thus making them more competitive in
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Introduction

There is no need to emphasize that nowadays
research is one of the very important function of
modern universities and practically every univer-
sity in Thailand is now upgrading research
performance by encouraging their staff members to
be active in research and to publish their research.
Research parameter now represents a considerable
proportion of weight used in ranking a university,
both at the global and regional levels.") Therefore,
publication of research articles in peer-reviewed
international journals has become an acceptable
indicator of research quality and performance.
However, these activities in most Thai institutes
still fall short of their international counterparts in
both quantity and quality. Detailed analysis of the
international publications from Thailand between

1985 and 1994 was first reported by Ruenwongsa
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national and international arena.

Thai dental faculties, ISI-WOS,

International research publications, Impact factor
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and Panijpan® and most recently updated in 2006
by Svasti and Asavisanu.®) According to the latter
report, Thailand was in 43 position in the world
and in 7™ position among Asian countries with
regard to its contribution to publications in science
and technology. We ranked number two among the
10 ASEAN countries, trailing only to Singapore.
However, between 1999 and 2005, the total
number of Thai publications were only about one-
third of those of Singapore. In 2005, we con-
tributed only about 0.22% of world publication,
compared with 0.55% for Singapore.

The present communication represents an
update and a modification of a talk delivered by
the first author at the First Conference of the Thai
Society of Oral Biology at Nakhon Ratchasima
Province in November 2007.“Y The data presented

at that time covered the computerized literature



