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Motorcycle helmet use and prevention of dental/facial injury: Do dentists have a role in

promoting helmet use?

Supervisors:

Dr. Eduardo Yugo Suzuki, DDS, PhD*

Assoc. Prof. Boonsiva Suzuki, DDS, PhD*
Professor Kevin O Carrol, DDS, PhD*™

Assist. Prof, Patchanee Chuveera, DDS, MIPH™™
Dr. Narumanas Kowanich, DDS, MS™**
Researcher:

Kanjana Palee  4709004*****

Napatsorn Imerb 4709026"***

Metinee Chaithiang 4709045

Wansiri Jansiriwattana 4709051****

Motorcycle crashes account for the large majority of traffic injuries in Thailand. Most injuries results in head and neck damage,

including maxillofacial and dental trauma, which often resulls in death or severe clinical conditions. Management of such injuries often

requires critical team care that eventually causes high medical costs and economic losses. Such burdens would be prolonged if the

victims consequently sustain disabilities. In order to reduce motorcycle-related deaths and injuries, the helmet act for motorcyclists was

enacted nationwide in Thailand in December 1994, thus making the wearing of helmet obligatory. However, compliance in wearing

helmets is not broadly adopted by young drivers in Chiang Mai.* As a consequence, the prevalence of motorcydle-related deaths and

maxillofacial injuries resulting from motorcycle accidents is still high in Chiang Mai.

Therefore, the purposes of the present study are: 1) to assess the rates of motorcycle helmet use in the CMU campus, 2) to

investigate the underlying arguments against the compulsory use of motorcycle helmets and 3) implement preventive strategies involving

dental students to increase the compliance in wearing helmets.

With the results obtained in this study, a dramatic reduction in the number of motorcyclist head injuries and fatalities in Chiang

Mai is expected.

Methodology: Pilot study (Retrospective cross-sectional study) were done on 12/01/08, 26/01/08 and 02/02/08 between 7.00 am to 9.00

am at all gates (5 gates) of Chiang Mai University. Data collection by interviewing, observation and using questionnaire in order to Survey

the rate of helmet use in the CMU population. The Survey pattern is Self-administrated Questionnaire

*Department of Orthodontics, Faculty of Dentistry, Chiang Mai University

**Department of Radiology, Faculty of Dentistry, Chiang Mai University

**Department of General Dentistry, Faculty of Dentistry, Chiang Mai University

***Dapartment of Community Dentistry, Faculty of Dentistry, Chiang Mai University

woeStdent of faculty of Dentistry, Chiang Mai University
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The effect of local application of local anesthetic drugs on pain reduction and healing of

aphthous ulceration
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